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Business and Residential | RED ¢R0SS. WILL 
Residential “sive capnen seep PHONE EXCIANGE 


Sections Being Rebuilt o.oo cic. 


Citizens Return To Their Homes. “A Big- 


ger And Better Elba” Is The Slogan 
Adopted For Rebuilding and In 


The Work Of 


Although the beautiful little city of 
Elba was completely inundated to a 
depth of from 15 to 20 feet by the 
flood waters of Pea River, White 
Water and Beaver Dam Creeks on 
March 14 and 15, with some business 
houses and homes completely wreck- 
ed, others so badly damaged that re- 
building seemed an almost impossible 
task, today the situation is rapidly 
improving and he work of repairing, 
rebuilding and cleaning up is going 
steadily forward and every day some 
improvement can be seen. 

It is not an easy task which citizens 
of the town face, but each and ey- 
eryone is going about the work with 
determination to make this a “Big- 


ger and Better Elba.” The town! 


will be rebuilt. ; 

It would be impossible for us to 
give, at this time, anaccount of the 
conditions that prevailed throusnout 
the town during that period from 
‘Thursday morning, Mareh 14th, until 
Sunday, March 17th. The entire pop- 
ulation of the town was taken une- 


ware. Very few people expected the! 
water to rise enough to cause any) 


property damage, much less endanger 
the lives of the citizens of the town. 

Only once in the history of ‘the 
town has the water risen to a height 
to cause the people to leave theif 
homes, This was in the year 1888 
Many of the older citizens experi- 
enced what was then called a flood, 
Again in 1925 there was high water 
at Elba. Backwater from White 
Water Creek crept out over portions 
of the town. It reached court square 
and was about two and one-half feet 
deep in placs at that time. But little 
damage resulted, 


Thus it is no wonder that the peo- 
ple were trapped in the town by the 
deluge of water, which rose at such 
a rapid rate that it was impossible to 
escape. Many sought safety in two- 
story buildings, where it was possible 


to reach these, others felt safe to stay | 


at their homes, later finding it neces- 
sary to move to attics, lofts and house 
tops. The harrowing experiences of 
many of these who were without food 
and water for forty-eight to seventy- 
two hours, will never be known. Oth- 
ers have told their stories and some 
of these will be published at a later 
date. 

The rescue of many by those braye 
men and boys from every town and 
section around Elba, are also sub- 
jects which will go down in history. 
To attempt these rescues was hazard- 
ous, with currents swirling in every 
direction and with streets literally 
covered with every kind of obstacle. 
But forgetting self, these heroes 
made the attempt and many came 
near losing their lives. Finally all 
were rescued and every citizen of the 
town was safe, except two colored 
men who lost their lives—one trying 
to rescue another person and the 
other, almost blind, who leaped or 
fell from a box car and was drowned, 


To see the destruction and damage 
caused by the raging waters during 
the flood, causes one familiar with 
the town, the country around and 
the streams, to wonder how it could 
be possible. Brick structures were 
demolished, the walls crumbling, 
fronts were broken in and swept 
away. Not a business building or 
home or other building in the town 
proper escaped the fury of the mad 
water. Some of these are total 
wrecks, only the foundations being 


Rehabilitation 


left; some have been left in huge 
holes; others moved from their foun 
} dations anywhere from a few feet to 
several hundred feet, They have 
been left in every conceivable shape. 

Many residences are so badly dam 
aged that repair will be almost im 
possible. Some have already been 
placed back, and work is woine for- 


ward rapidly on others, and many 
have already been put in habitabk 
condition, Household furniture and 
personal effects were also damayed, 


most of it beyond repair. The ma 
jority of our people are already back 
at home, and these homes are being 


refurnished as rapidly as possible. 

| All stocks of merchandise were lost, 
that portion whieh was not swept out 
and carried away was so badly dam- 
aged that only a small part could be 
salvaged, Many merchants returned 
|to their stores and found that their 
jentire stocks were gone, Some have 
found other locations and are open- 
ing again and will replenish their 
stocks as rapidly as possible. Others 
have not yet opened, but eventually 
will find suitable quarters and busi- 
ness will be continued. 

In all sections of town, streets and 
sidewalks were washed. Great holes 
are to be found in many — streets. 
|Many of these are already being 
filled up, and while it will take time, 
the streets will assume their former 
appearance. Practieally all the sand, 
mud and debris piled high in the bus- 
iness section has already been cleared 
away, and the work of cleaning up in 
the residential section is going stead- 
ily on, 

This is the worst ‘catastrophe that 
has ever visited any town in Ala- 
bama, The work of rebuilding is the 
big problem facing the citizens of the 
town. But the town will not be 
abandoned, as many have. predicted; 


instead, it will come back, and must 
come back. 
It will be “A Bi 


igger and Better 
Elba.” 


LINDSEY FURNITURE CO. 
OPENS NEW STORE IN ELBA 


Lindsey Furniture Company is the 
style of a new business whieh has 
Just opened up in Elba, with Jordan 


cern will carry and has already re- 
ceived a big: stock of new house fur- 
nishings of all kinds, both in medium 
and high priced goods. 

The firm is occupying the store on 
Hast side of Square where Lindsey 
Mercantile Co. has been located for 
many months. They have an an- 
nouncement in today’s paper, Look 
it up and read about their values. 


PREACHING AT WHITE WATER | 


We are requested o announce that 
i there will be preaching at White Wa- 
ter Church by Rev. J. H. Gunter on 


on Sunday, April 21st. All are cor- 
dially invited to attend these — ser- 
vices. 

Dr, W. M. Ringsdorf left Monday 
for Birmingham where he will attend 
the annual convention of the Ala- 
bama Dental Association. He will be 
back at his office Friday, 


Mr. and Mrs, Phil. Green, of Clay- 
ton, were guests of Mr, and Mrs. J. 
W. Kendrick Sunday. 


Ben 
i 


Dorsey Sez: 


Now we’re all 


OO 


Bg 


dusted off and look- 


ing for you again. 
i New Fords 
Ford Service 

Guaranteed Used Cars. 

savusacgoaqacsouqunnqun B 
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Lindsey at the head. ‘The new con-| 


next Saturday, April 20th, and also, 


| elba last Wednesday, Henry M. Ba 
ker, National Director of Disaster 
Relief of the American Red Cross, 


predicted’ the largest building pro 
jwram in the history of Mlba was in 
the making, We outlined the plan of 
th Rew Cro mid emphasized that 
|r habilitation was being based on 
}ueed, and not on loss. He compli 


mented the people on the progress 
nade to date and stated they were 


PU: a bigwer and better Elba. 


C,H. MeFarland, Area Direetor for | 


tba and Coffee County, submitted 
his monthly report showing the fol- 
lowing: 1152 people had been 
housed; 80,258 meals had been 
served in camp and 8,065 people had 


received omeryeney clothing. He re- 


ported that the emergeney period was | 


over and the people had evacuated 
the camps at the sehool house and 
vone to their homes where they were 
providing their own food, 

\ plore room has been secured on 
the second floor of the May building, 
where food and clothing will be dis- 
tributed, beginning Thursday from 
2:00 to 5:00 P. M., to people having 
requisitions, These requisitions can 
he obtained from case workers in the 


Court House, 500 packages of par- 


tion at the office of the Red Cross, 


These seed are to be 


in the rural sections as well as people 
in town, 
C. H. MeParland is Area Director 


for Elba and Coffee County; Miss 


Sophie P. Foote is supervisor of case 
workers. The office hours are from 
$300 to 5.30 daily. 


BY C. B. McDOWELL 
As an employee of The Elba Clip- 
per, | have been an inhabitant of this 
city for only about eight months, 
enough events and experiences were 
crowded into the period of time be- 


tween the morning of Thursday, 
}Marech 14, and Saturday evening of 
}the same week to make me feel that 
Team one of the real residents. For 
everyone who went through the Elba 
flood will remember it as one of the 
“high spots’ of his life, and for years 
to come occurrences hereabouts will 
be dated “before or after the flood 
of March, 1929.” 

While my experiences during those 


three trying days were tame indeed 
compared with the hair-raising es- 
capes from death and the heroic 


deeds of rescue going on all about 
me, nevertheless | had enough ex- 
citement to more than satisfy such a 


as I am, so | will give the readers of 
The Clipper a brief story of my per- 
sonal expericnees and observations 
during that terrible ordeal: 


ine frequency for two days anc 
nights, and when a near-cloudburst 


visited this section early Thursday 
morning, it caused the residents of 
this community to begin talking about 
y out.” IT had been 


“the viver comir 


told that Pea River had a disagreea-|children that had assembled in’ the 


ble habit of backing up White Water 
and Beaver Dam Crecks, causing 
them to send their pent-up — flootl 
waters out over the town and that on 
two or three occasions in years past 
water had gotten as deep as two or 
three feet on the publie square. 
About 8:30 Thursday morning I, 
accompanied by Messrs. Tully Mad- 
dox and Glenn Pittman, went on a 
tour of inspeetion to White Water 
Creck and Pea River, which were 
even then very angry looking tor- 
vents and rising rapidly. 1 then has- 
tened to The Clipper offiee and in- 
formed Hditor Wesley Oslin that I 
believed Blba was in danger of be- 
ine flooded and that we should move 
everything possible up off the floor. 


My propheey was emphasized a few 
moments later when Mr. Raymond 
Bryan, who probably knows as much 
about Hlba floods as anybody, came 
hurrying by and shouted the follow- 
ing warning: “Get everything up 
olf the floor—she’s coming out!’ Mr. 
Oslin, H. GC. Bryan (commonly called 
“Willie’) and IT proceeded to get 
busy, raising everything possible to 


what we supposed would be above) water supply was put out of commis- 
any flood waters that Elba could pos- | sion, and when darkness settled down 
sibly have. The rain continued to! gyey Blba, we were isolated from the 
fall in sheets, so we told “Willie” to} post of the world, without lights, 
take the editor’s flivver and go to our water, food or means of communica- 
respective boarding houses and bring | tion. 


us our lunches, so we could remain 
on the job and watch the flood, which 


POOR ORIGINAL 


den seed are available for distribu. | 


riven to people | 


THURSDAY, MARCH 14 | 
A WIERD NIGHT IN ELBA 


peace-loving, unromantie individual | 


Rain had been falling with alarm- | é 
| down the Troy highway, so we ascend- 


MATHIS BUYS TELE- 


HE WILL REBUILD 


Announcement was last week | 
j that Mr, P. G. Mathis, aus bourht 
the entire holdings of lba Tels 
| phon: Compnny from ymer a 
sociates, Messers D, J. ks and C 
IP. Hayes, 
Mr. Mathis, who for eral year 
has been superintende the loeal 
Power plant, in the 1 re will dee] 
| Vote all his time to the phone bus. | 
iness. Work has alr on start 
ed on rebuilding the t one office | 
| Which was damaged the flood, 
Mr. Mathis stated to pper repre. | 
sentative the first of week that 
Hhe will install a new : nodern ca 
}ble system all over town, and | 
otherwise improve t! oenl plant. | 
This work will be ae us soon as} 
possible and it) will t be many 
weeks before we aail ll have tel 


ephone serviee. 
SMITH BROTHERS MOVE TO THE 
MAY BUILDING; TO OPEN 
I. G. A. STORE 


Smith Brothers, 1 lost theh 
|store house as well a vir stock of 
} ypoods in the recent ul, have se-| 


cured the store in the May building 


formerly occupied by © Whendrick 
| Cash Store and arc open Tor | 
business with much ock on} 
| hand. They announs ut within a 
short time they will nh up an I, 
G. A. Store with a maplete new | 
line of merehandise, Rend their | 
| announcement in thi uc, | 


Was by that time beginning to spread | 
out over the town, But “Willie” 


never reached our sourees of “food 


but supply, for the trusty Ford drowned 


out when in front of the Buptist 
Chureh and “Willie” had to flee for 
his own safety, The editor and T| 
went lunchless. 

Meanwhile the cneroachine waters 


were commencing to spout through 


the floor of The Clipper office and] 
it required only a few minutes to} 
convinee us that it was not a foot or 
two of water that was confronting us 
but a real deluge, so we hastily raised | 
everything movable still higher By 
this time we were wading in ies 
water about waist deep, and there | 
Was a veritable river rushing like a] 
mill race in front of The Clipper of 
lfice. We decided it was time to] 
Jmake our get-away, so we plunged | 
linto the surging current and headed | 
south, intending to vo to our respec. 
tive boarding houses. Sut upon | 
reaching the stairway leading te the} 
' 


second floor of the May building, we} 


} decided that we could never stem the | 


Iswirline current that was rushing | 


fed the stairs and joined about forty 
other refugees, and there we stayed 


until Saturday evening. 


It was a bedrageled, woe-begon 


ageregation of men, women and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
May building, bul subsequent events | 
| proved that we had selected about | 
ithe safest and most comfortable place | 
of refuge to be found in Elba. We 
had plent of room, a good roof over 
our heads and free access to the City 
of Wlba’s fuel supply. | 
The vains fell incessantly all after 

noon and all night and the flood con 

tinued to vise and vise. A, popular] 
pastime with us was watehing the | 
Iwater rise on the steps and on the | 
lsouth side of The Clipper office. Eyv-| 
ery now and then another step and 
another board would be submerged. 
Calculations were made as to how | 
lone it would take for the water to | 
reach our floor, The estimates were 
wide and varied A sad feature was 
ithe separation of families. The flood 
lwaters came so quickly and rose so | 
jrapidly that the different members of | 
\families were distributed all about | 
jtown, and many had no means of | 
knowine where their loved ones were 
or how they were faring. 


Late in the afternoon telpheone 


lservice was disrupted, the electric 
| 


current was turned off, then the city | 


It was a wierd, soul-trying night, 
(Concluded on page four) 
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Fast Recovering From Great Flood 


WE ARE GRATEFUL VIVID STORY OF ELBA 


(Editorial) 


The person, if there be such, 
who does not believe in the in- 
nate goodness of humanity, will 
lose his disbelief if he learns 
what took place in the period of 
high water at Elba and for weeks 
afterwards, For ourselves, we 
frankly admit that while we have 
had a cheerful outlook, we never 
imagined that there could be so 
very much of genuine generos- 
ity as has been shown in conneec- 
tion with Elba’s misfortune. 
Many things that have happened 
no beyond our feeble efforts at 
narration, 

As the waters came out over 
Elba men and boys of course 
worked to get theiv loved ones 
to safe places; but their work 
was not confined to them, but 
extended to all who were in 


dan or disc .umfort and could 


be reached, 

And then our neighbors, who 
had no loved ones in danger, and 
whose only motives were an un- 
selfish, heroic passion to relieve 
distress and thwart the death an- 
eel, came and did rescue work 
which entitles their names to be 
written in letters of gold on 
Fame's Roster of Heroes. Many 
of them brought their own boats. 
But there were other boats own- 
ed by those who could not come 
but loaned their boats. This was 
not so noteworthy as the work 
of those who acted as boatmen, 
but in a material way it was im- 
portant, since most boat owners 
place high value on their boats, 
Not a few of the boats that were 
used were wrecked. 

As soon as news of the disas- 
ter reached Governor Graves he 
threw the agencies of the State 
into action, The National Guard, 
the Highway Department, the 
State Health Department, the 
Conyict Bureau, the Board of 
Administration, all in immediate 
touch with the Governor, fune- 
tioned in a manner which won 
the admiration of the whole 
State. Raising relief funds began 
with an immediate appeal sent 
out hy Governor Graves, who 
worked personally and with 
many of his trusted appointees 
aiding in the work. 

The people in the neighbor- 
ing towns and on the farms who 
opened their hearts and homes 
stand high in the wonderful 
story of unselfish service. From 
such a people it is not strange 
that heroes came as they did; 
they had the right back-ground 
for noble deeds. 

The people of the State and 
many in other states have been 
generous in financial aid, their 
gifts having been greater than 
had ever been known on a sim- 
ilar call. 

The newspapers of the State, 
especially the dailies, handled the 
flood in news and editorial col- 
umns in a manner which was 
highly sympathetic, and to them 
is due much of the succ that 
has attended efforts to raise re- 
lief funds. Some of the report- 


ers first abandoned newsgather- 
ing to aid the gallaxy of heroes 
in rescue work, The press was 
entirely worthy of the good 
name it bears. 

Many of us had never seen 
the American Red Cross in ac- 
tion; we have learned first hand 
how efficiency and kindly con- 
sideration work hand in hand in 
this greatest of relief organiza- 
tions, 

The United States Air Ser- 
vice, aided by National Guard 
airmen, for the first time was 
seen by us in relief work, which 
was as thrilling as it was helpful. 
Uncle Sam did not let the State 
bear the burdens and dangers 
alone. 

Life-saving commands most 
applause and admiration from us 
and the world, for which we need 
sive no explanation. Yet may 
we not say that the same noble 
impulses actuated all who have 
helped in our great disaster? We 
de not undertake to discriminate 
in our gratitude, We do ear- 
nestly wish that each and every 
one of God's dear children who 
have helped much or little might 
know that we are grateful. 
do wish that every generous soul 
to whom we owe so much might 
know of the numbers of times 
that Elbians, not given to emo- 
tion, have shown by husky voices 
and moistened eyes that they are 
touched by what we may, with 
St. Luke, call ‘‘No little kind- 


ness.” 


FLOOD TERSELY TOLD 


BY J. A, CARNLEY 


It has been four lone weeks te 
ince the boat and airplane wk 
many brave and heroic men eame to 
the littl town of Elba to relieve it 
great distress, During the day an 


nivht before the news of the flood 
wus being flashed over the wires, ra 
dios and earried by the newspaper 


Never have LL known of such heroie 
ervice, The people of Elba were sit 
ting, standing and hanging above the 
mad, rushing’ currents, uprootiy 
great trees, undermining residences 
sweeping them from their found: 
tions and crashing buildings, It wa 


in Elba more than a flood of water 
it was a war of cannibalistic em 
rents, eating great holes, excavation 
and opening new river beds. 

Three tream converet in and 
near the little courthouse town, Elba 
beautiful and pieturesque, was di 


vided into three divisions by Beaver 
Dam Creek, White Water Creek and 
Pea River. For 75 years Elba ha 
had no such experience. In 188 


there was what older people ealled a 
flood in Elba At that time the wa 
ter flowed through the town, rising 
about three feet on the court square. 
The town was not destroyed. ‘Phe 
people thought they knew the high 
water marks, 

On March 14, 1929, the flood 
came, From the hills to the north 
east, north and northwest came with 
mighty und terrific foree the waters 
from three streams. They came fight 
ine and eating their way into each 
other and covering and sweeping 
things from their foundations. It 
had rained Tuesday and Wednesday 
and on Thursday morning the dark- 
eninge clouds hovered above us. All 
day Thursday and Thursday night the 
rains fell and beat upon the rising 
Hloods, 

Elba is almost completely surround- 
od by hills and from these hills the 
strerms mentioned pour into the lit 
tle valley where the town is situated, 
From the watershed along the old 
military road, long known as Three 
Notch Road, the tributaries, of ih 
streams mentioned drain the water 
toward and into Elba. It is like om 
to water coming from wide stretches 
of territory into a funnel 

On the northwest is Cemetery Hil, 
on the east, Law Hill, on the sou 
May Hill, and a high hill hugs 1 
River for miles to the northeast of 
Elba. Why has there been no seh 
catastrophe before this? Only the '- 
cossant rains, the torrential down 
pour of water, secking an outlet, 
eives the correct answer, physically 
understood and explained,. Why were 
the people for the first time in their 
history marooned in their housetops? 
Why were they not destroyed? lt 
is a miracle that the people were 
saved from bodily destruction, After 
the waters came rolling, jumping and 
leaping high into town, the rains fell 
and continued to fall all day and all 
night, and were falling when at dawn 
Friday morning the floods ceased to 
rise and at onee began to fall, This 
was a miracle, being contrary to all 
lnatural and reasonable conclusions, 
and this water standing still and fall- 
ine Friday, with no second rise there- 
after, stands out as a miracle as cer- 
jtain as that of the sun standing still 
lat the command of Joshua, The peo-| 
Inle over the state were advised of | 
lBlba’s ereat distress and they prayed | 
for us, and we prayed with that faith | 
which takes no denial, not for selfish, 
reasons, not to save property, but to| 
save all the people in Elba. The boats | 


could not get in so long as the waters| 
continued to rise. Many were stand-| 
ine on the hills trying to answer the 
wails and calls for help. There was 
no chance to rescue. The roar of the 
waters was like a storm on the ocean, 
The cutting currents meant only 
}death to the booatmen. 

| Only A Few Boats 

) The waters began rolling and leap- 
jing through the town about 9 o'clock 
Thursday morning. There were a few 
boats, but they could do little. Roats 
were dashed like cork in the miehty 
currents. Some waded out. pulling 
land pushing their way to fety, but 
ithis did not continue long as the wa- 
ters were too deep or too swift to 
make it out. Some few reached the 
courthouse, some the May building, 
some in two-story hotels, some in the 
Pave building, a two-story brick 
structure. The first to get away from 
their homes were those living in the 
lower places of town. They could not 
eet out of town, The town was ma-} 
lyooned by the streams, on the cast | 
jby Pea River, on the northeast by | 
| White Water Creek and on the west 
by Beaver Dam Creek. Cemetery 
Hill to the northwest w pouring’ 
lyvolumes of rapid currents into town. 
| Swiftly and quickly the waters rose 
to a denth there was no safety unless 
within the homes. Some managed to 
jeress streets by aid of rones and 
climb to the atties of neighboring’ 
|houses. All means of travel was soon | 
cut off. No ears could run, no wag- 
ons and then no boats, 

The waters. with maddening rush. 
were leaping into homes. Furniture 
}was heing raised from the floors of 
l residences. Soon the water was waist 
| dleep in houses and was churmming 
things around the rooms and dashing 
them against the walls. Porches were 
| being swept clean of chairs and _ set- 
| tees. People were standing on ta 
jhles to stay above the rising flood 
iYou could hardly keep yourself | 
|steady wading around inside the | 
lhouse. The foree was so ereat inside | 
the houses. What were the people to| 
lilo? 
We ean give our personal experi-| 


ence only. In our home were my 


oy, Samuel 


Fleetwood, and n alt Ou arried 
ter, My | Dy. Kendrick, lived 
a short distance from tis, only aero 
the bloel She and hey ishane eal 
ried then nal eyo one treet to 
W. J. Bulli ye ina there 
climbod wit othe nto the top of 
the ho { i bew tone and one-hall 
tory buildiy My home was a bun 
enlow, bet built unusually high 
trot hy rouse t frame tructure, 
wit pacio roon) In the kitehen 
colli Wit “man hole’ about 165 
inel quan it was fully 12 feet 
to the ceili | to this “nan hole 
n the eeilin 
My telephone was in the rear of the 
big hall and J kept my wife and boy 
on the settees and then on a table on 
the front porch while T called repeat 
edly the telephone operator Miss 
Vivian Harper was at the central of- 
fice and | dare say there has never 
been ich wonderful service as she 
rendered that morning while she sat 
above the currents drivine with light- 
ning peed by the little telephone 
building, a two-story structure, (This 
building is sitting there now, the 


second story now being the first and 
only part of the building.) The last 
time IT talked with Miss Harper, she 
said that she would soon have to get 
away to save her lift 
Operator A Heroine 

She is a heroine, The Lord saved 
her, but she was thrown from her 
boat into the rising currents and was 


pulled by a rops into a building 
across the street from the telephone 
offices. T ealled to Interprise and to 


New Brockton and asked them to 
truck their boats speedily to the river 
bridge and try to get the people out 
to safety. The last time I called 1 
found the boats had left Enterprise 
and New Brockton, A neighbor, Mr. 
Jarrell, a teacher in our high school, 
called me and T told him to eall the 
Troy operator and send the call for 
boats. It was soon to be above our 
phones and there would be no means 
to spread the news to the world. 

IT had hoped to g@et a boat across 
the way, ich I called, to come and 
ect my wile and boy. My wife had 
been sick for some days and 1 feared 
it would mean death to get wet, 


and then, teo, it was not safe to be 
caught in the currents, cutting their 
way through town, Time demanded 
that I get my wife and boy above the 
waters and right quickly. 1 took the 
breakfast table, the kitehen table and 
another from the living room and 
stacked them one upon another and 
then placed on the top of the third 
table a large, floating wood box. This 
contrived a means to raise my wife 
and boy to the “man hole’ in the 
eciling, but it was a treacherous trap. 


I took my boy and carried him from 
the front porch to the kitehen cabi- 
net sitting by the tables and then car- 
ried my wife from the table on the 
front porch through the hall and on 
my back to the kitehen cabinet. My 
wife said, ‘you can’t carry me.’ T 
said, “yes, T can carry two.” She did 
not get her feet wet, either. 

My wife and boy then standing on 
the kitchen cabinet a little above the 
water, T went to the front perch again 
and tried to fasten some thing's with 
in the sereen poreh, fastened the 
doors and went again to the front. 
There 1 found an old rooster which 
had floated to the corner of the porch, 
I took him and carried him to the 
kitehen and placed him high above 
the water, but to no avail, for he 
was drowned. I had to aet quickly, 
eoing a second time to the front and 


the hig door to the front hall was 
fastened tightly by the force of the 
water in the hall and to my fright I 
found myself locked on the outside, 
with my wife and boy standing on 
the kitehen cabinet and trapped in the 


| flood unless 1 could get back into the 


house, Giving a push with all my 
streneth against the door, it would 
not budge T fasetned my hand as a 


support in the edge of the sereen door 
and gave a mighty lunge against the 
door. It moved and the water began 
streaming through a small opening I 
had made. Holding to the sereen 
door T again exerted my power and 
strength and the door was open. TI 
reached my wife and boy about the 
time they were ready to get into the 
water and hunt me. Holding the 
trap of tables, | asked my wife and 
‘(Continued on page three) 


TIME IS EXTENDED FOR FARM- 
ERS TO MAKE LOAN AP- 
PLICATIONS 


County Avent W. M. Ray we 
Tuesday and stated that he had just 


; here 


heen advised by Congressman Stea- 
wall, that an extension of time had 
been granted to farmers in which to 
make application for Federal Farm 
Loans. ‘The original date for the 
closing of these applications |was 
April 20th, but the time now has 
been extended to May Ist. 

Farmers throughout this section 
who intend making’ application for 
this loan should attend to the matter 
at once. May Ist will be the limit, 
it is said. 


Mr. J. C. Mays, former resident of 
Hlba, was here Monday on business. 
Mr. Mays has accepted a position 
with the Mutual Grocery Company at 
Opp, and will make that town his 
home in the future. 


—_ 
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things we ought to include is our] Lee I . . D N5 asnier : little hole in my roof, by the light-|wore at our cternity, and this was | earned late v that this boat was cap-} = 
aves ake ; = : a nine flashes 1 could. see that the wa-| God’ ‘tunity te alk iy sized and Dr. McKinnon and the oth- Pngects-are f your wan | The averave hen in 78 demonstra-|$4.60. The cost of fecd was $2.27 Robert Milton of Philadelphia 4 
lardest task, in which we have no MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE = = rae suet mraeae Hae wee u eat Sil 3 Be ad BpCaK ates il ers came near losing their lives. If insects are AN Wl your gar 1 me vel ‘ en IM fe ! u L x DME aS. C08 { at a ya asl tob Milton of hi acl phia re- 
doubt fallen short. We have many! WEST ELBA NOTICE. ~ a LENE ATIC RACIST 4 ae ht saree sae eee if hae We : asi 1| “The governor of Alabama and of jden or in your field iy county tion flocks with an average of 244 which left $2.33 per bird above feed ported to the police that his wife had 
interesting things to print, whieh | =e. a was 6 Wonteto Vp NTT pt aat ‘é +1 e ; fF 5 ie aunt Saiead he tolal Elba that night, was under direction} agent or your hon vent ean tell birds to the flock.in Alabama in 1928) cost, according to G. A. Trollope, ex-| burned all his good clothes to keep 
: hl .AT ) + = as ~ HE ; VO bie Was { i a ) ayer, ¢ ve " . SEE cry atl : x ; ,- 4 } ‘ ; : . x 
could not be gotten up for this issue, i THE STATE OF ALABAMA, = R occasional stream of light penetrat-| me that he did, that he asked God to} of the Ruler of the Universe. | Phe} you how to kill them. produced 151 eggs whieh sold for)tension poultryman at Auburn. im from going out nights. 

; : COFBEE COUNTY, | Se sepa Ct gee Coal PECTA Tp Pee bed RCT ae | Pie Son ale Cree nef ch bas |vovernor did a wonderful service for |* 
but these will come later. Tn an- : ing from the May building, being a|have merey and save us. It was a} Foes Zt ae ee a ee od 
Ave syiaereye a we hope to have| Default having been made eee 3 = flash light turned across the waters. time of distress, but the people of | the iy SCUC and mOUCE: In the Tue | ————S!] 

I eek s e eC ave = - ‘ ‘ , my | > . 

; i . yayment of the installment due Nov- rin my : e ! ‘mm i imi ; Yes, we did have light besides tl his little IntnoA 5 sion he remembered us in our smutty 
things running smoothly, and we ask | ————— ee ——— : Wate » 1, 1928, on the debt secured | e300) LL es le eee Ge ea Boat t a Bak ea Ile OWT UT eo ontet attics. Jt was good and gracious and 
the indulgence of our readers until by that certain mortgage deed, exe- 2 fetes al at pce ore : Le nas ae | who. knows but that. he came to the 
conditions are again normal cuted on the Ist day of March, 1926, = == — = ; | adminisration for a time like this for 

S are agi mal. Meee re BeREa a ATIC WifeelakPenvegs the people of Elba and the other 
SS re Th Federal Land Bank of New G i: N E R A. i M QO T QO R S re flood stricken districts of the state. 
SOP BEY TN DD NEI ON EL ur ru ore Orlean which sattl mortgage is re & | With his great heart and brain he was) 
| : aennited in the office of he Judge of |sleeplessly serving a distressed peo- | 
| 


e@ ® }ple. The radio and the newspapers 

Ow 1s t q eC time were busy. God bless these agencies 

|for good. They flashed the news to 

the world. Men stood helpless, but | 
/ Christian people everywhere were 
| praying to God to save the people of 


to fix up your [ilba. [have had impressed upon me 


We people of Blba have suffered | Probate of Coffee County, Alabama, 


tremendously in a financial way. The Elba Divi sion, in Book of Mortgages 
yiwe 72, et seq., the undersigned 


Siesin O-3 

t SS , owas RT oF > ! y=a8 

small loss of life was gratifying, But Is @) @ii-==- mortgagee, The Federal Land Bank 

we have had a remarkable  experi-| |) of New Orleans, under and by. virtue 

ence. We have learned that the days | of the powers of sale and foreclosure 
t } contained in said mortgage, will, in 


of heroes have not passed. We never | y ERT hee fer be never before that there is a reality 
foreclosure of said mortgage, ote in the religion of Christ. I have 


expected to be witnesses ion any +t . os To : . A ; ° 
: ‘i ; if esses Ol i Heal with a new line of Drugs, Patent Medicines, Toilet Articles, } for sale at auetion for cash in Bron = a ; /known this for many years, but I 
acts of coo eartessness as g@lorihnec . Sar 3 so a og Sth: t oe Oe are ant > 
carta acta TO natn | ‘dl | | | 2 tl egur eho erat NDE a | O iD) k : : fh q) RD jhave a new vision of God and His 
» days of high water. eonidas, | 2 = = — a yuna. Within the legal hours of sale, na . : aa Hf Fe rere || 
Stationery, Etc. Our Soda Fountain is also open, Try l to the highest bidder for rnc, on eV ee tld - ; j goodness, His power and His mercy, 


Pythias, Sam Dale, Sergeant Jasper, | 


( ay ‘ Jas exe mplified in the lives of His 
Belle Boyd, Nathan Hale, David, Gid- lj}, Saturday, May 11, 1929, the follow. 


| 
| people. We are happy in the thought. 
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eon, Molly Pitcher, and all that glo-| the Drug Store first. Your patronage will }«¢ appreciated. i le ates ari ey on Is conveyed in said RIGHT now, after winter lay-ups and winter driving, is | The boats worked their best. Men 
rious company who have proven by | Ht The his of the Sibi the time to go over your Model T and find out just what lyisked their lives. Motors would die| 
their deeds just what metal God has i the Nis of the NIE%, Section 14, it needs in the way of re} placement parts and adjustments. in the currents and the boats would | 


dash to tree tops. The boat whieh 


1! the W's of the NW%4, Section 14, For a very small cost, you may he able to protect and 


used in making heroes, have joyous- ‘ | : jearried my wife, boy and self out 
ly looked down from Heaven and Township 5, Range 19, containing maintain your investment in ihe ear and get thousands thus drifted when a pin slipped in| 
seen that there yet live men who cop es ru ore HW Gounty, Al: HAM Boe eee of miles of additional service, the motor. I caught the limbs of a| 
i y | who Coun abe ig water | 
know not fear. | Said tee aaa sale will be made To help you get the fullest use from your car, the big water oak and he Md it until: the 
We love and admire all the graces | for the purpose of realizing the mort- Ford Motor Company is still devoting a considerable popes ve repaired. aay aia 
and virtues, but Heroism must. ever JIM WHITMAN, Mgr, MAY BUILDING | wave debt as provided for in said section of its plants to the manufacture of Model T parts [PARE Da aay ae. onbritiée sat 
stand first, must ever set apart and Reel ee i are vate et san al and will continue to do so as long as they are needed daring, of heroism. ‘There are he ei] as i 
st, : apt t rey. ; Pe ce and ¢ F a a S b . « aid EOIN Ris A eS 
glorify its possessor. We have seen) ll age nab 1a: aiesettaia tea: as Ce ih 2 i by Ford owners. of war, and there are heroes of the wo . ak ee Pad 4 ee : 
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Mrs. R. H, Barnes and My 3.) BAPTIST CHURCH POR \L] HOO ne OO ne 
Thomas, of Winfield, Ala, were} RECEIVES DONATIONS ! oO pln | 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Ken and, will produc 0 
drick Sunday and Monday, Wa frat ranulas. garviod Ringo: diy or lu Ni chip 
Nlood was held at the Elba Bapti nor { I { 
Mrs. B&. BE. Freeman has returned! Chureh Sunday Rov. Franklin ! Write f 3 
is Wit 
from a visit to relatives in Anniston. |livered a powerful sermon, using fo. J ! | 
; ; ) \ 
: lis seripture lesson the Sth chapter of | Apr 1 ~M | 
Mr, and Mrs. W. M, Tucker and | Roman The attendanee wa plo 
daughter, Miss Louise, have returned | did, considering condition Dnmed Vi lotsve 1 
from Midway, where they were guests | ately after the sermon the ehureh was | Ro of Alal { | 
of Mrs. Tucker's sister, M1 Taylor. called into eonference A conmimit- | week-on ue PS \l 
— i ce Was appointed to draw up resolu.) Bettie Rows 
iot , ank o be esented to 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Peacock, of |! of thank 1 preset 
Montgomery were guests of Mrs, | te J French Piano Company for! NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT Ol 
r re vt , 1 s ‘ 
P k’s father, Mr, J. W. Cosby,| her new piano which they Kindly do ADMINISTRATOR 
“Acocks { er, i 6 es ; 9 
apt E a nated to the ehureh, and to the 
auth State Board and SS, Board for val-| Probate Court of Coffee County, 
lunble donation Alabama. 
Mrs. Almon Strain, Miss Macaline \MANDA EF. PHILLIP De 
Strain, John Kendrick and Mrs. J. W. pee e oak 
Kendrick spent Saturday in Troy The Land O'Lakes CPCMMCTY OM tate of Anan Philly 
wigation in Wisconsin and Min intrnee Tih ance crrca rit +e an ee 
nesota did a business of & 18,000,000 onion vth dharani: Logon y 
A last yen The annual meeting of Feennaliinnty ahi CHONit foil ts 
DR. W. M. RINGSDORF this association was attended by 5000 the Brokat Court ot GolourGount 
DENTIST Heirymen AJabamua, notice | 
ill perso havin ela 
Offi Hours: Mr. and Mrs, W. F. Cooper, of An-| estate \ I be required to pr 
ce $: ; : - sve} ner 
dalusia, visited friends in Elba Sun-|their elaims within t 
8:00 A, M. to 5:30 P. M. day. This estimable family has gone | by Taw or the san I be barres 
Elb Alabama from our midst since the reeent di J. A. CARNE Y, 
Elba abame AUK! ; 
¥ aster, Their many friends hope they Administrator of the 1 of 
will soon be among us again. Amanda BE. Phillip 
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ELBA RAINFALI MARCH ‘14 


ALL RECORDS 


\ Var / l to the 
{ lI dronel by 
ocean ¢ iter, Ww le othe outl 
\labam j yormeneod some ol 
t hewn { no in thei history rT 
rei { i lors by tl 
ither | 
Vie be lost rainfall ever recorded 
the lo wWwerlhe hburenu for a 
enty-four our period, previou lo 
dlownpot it elba, Wil 17.04 
nehes at Robertsdale in 191 
Phe precipitation at Elba in a like 
riod of time on Mareh 14-15, was 
O inelhe 
\t dopo. on Mareh td, the read 
ww Wlba Wil 14 inelhe One! 
ou later th une Was washed 


Rain continue to pour in tor 


rents, \t i on. the following diay, 

was osfimated that full ix addi 
tional inehes of rain had fallen The 
unount of rainfall at Elba from 
Mareh 12 to 15 timated, official 
roading ind the estimated preempita 


lion mentioned, 

As no matter of comparison, chart 
al the loeal eather buren how the 
Mont 


inehe in 


heaviest 24 hour rainfall it 
romery on record HP 
January, PSo2 


The unusually heavy rainfalls of 


icinlly recordedl ar own by he fol 
lowing: 
On Marel 15: Newton LL.SO0; 
Greenville 8.07: Dothan 2.68; Ozark 
10; Wiehland Home 38.10; Cotfee 
Springs, 6.14; Troy, station 1, 4.00, 


tation 2, 4.49; Alawa, 7.80; Brewton 
0.13; Clayton 3.89; Eufaula, 3.90; 
nd Elba, 20.00 (14 official and 6 
timated additional.) 
The precipitation recorded from 


Pobruary 1 to the 22nd, inelusive, 
follows: 

Newton, 16.41; Greenville, 
Dothan, 14.41; Ozark, 20.95; 
land Home, 


19.87, station 2, 1 


12.653 
High- 
station 1, 
10.78; 


; Bu- 


Troy 
24; Ala 
Clayton, 1 


LGO;2A% 


Brewton, 5.60; 
ula 12,00, 


RED CROSS WORKER DESCRIBES 
ELBA CONDITIONS WORST 
HE EVER SAW. 
Marianna, Fla., March 24 
ions at Elba Alabama, resulting from 


Condi- 


disastrous Pea River flood of ten 
lays ayo, today were deseribed as 
had witnessed in a city 
of its size in his 12 years of service 
Henry M, Baker, of Washington,, 
national representative of the Ameri- 
Red Cross. 
Reporting to national headquarters 
of the Red Cross at Washington and 
relief headquar- 


outheastern flood 


ters at Montgomery, Baker said at 


@ loast one-fourth of  Colfee County’s 
‘ ® 35,000 residents have been alfected 
, s gw by the flood and that the health sit- 
: R bl Prices & untion is serious. He endorsed the 
easona e action of military and state authori- 
' — { in prohibitine other than legal 
Bl) csidonts enter the town because 
@ of existing sanitary conditions. 
bs) Baker stopped here while en route 
gm from Elba and adjacent flood dam- 
ge Et d cities and towns to Tallahassee, 
Mla., ere tomorrow he will confer 
(9) 00) A RR Do vle Carlton on ecoordinat- 
eee work among flood refugees 
j ow +B in tl ection with that being carried 
T_TEE_EEE_E_ mm on | 
ed gE Fron) Tallahassee Baker will return 
= g through the northwestern section of 
— = tl { for an inspection of flooded 
* distriets in the vieinity of Blounts- 
i ville, Cavyville and Westville. He will 
= B conte ith Red Cross executives at 
z \ BM Pensacolki before re-entering Ala- 
= gs ame for a tour of the southwestern 
2 m llood a. His itinerary includes in- 
| gq shection at Flomaton, Brewton, Gar- 
lind, aud up the Alabama River to 
5 a Sch nd Montgomery. The tour is 
z Beis ide by auto. Baker is accom- 
z 7 @ panied by J. A. Hendrix, Red Cross 
= Groceries Dry Goods £7°))...8 
Ez pene? : Baler’ atitonicll on conditions at 
7 | Nlha followed a Cg with C. 
Howa MeFarland, Alabama repre- 
F sentative of the Red Cross, who is in 
= © BH chares of relief activities there. Me- 
= () en or usiness wm Marland reported that only two deaths 
= p wm ave heen offieially recorded in the 
2 et city proper with cight persons in- 
jured 
‘i = The entive population of the little 
city was affeeted by the flood, Baker 
z Bown informed, while at least 200 rural 
zi @ families were driven from their homes 
= gm MeBarland suid 50 homes were de- 
ee = h h gg) Molished in the city and oe athe 
| t - innaved, 800 of these severely,  Six- 
a We wis to announce to e peo s business houses were flooded, No 
Ss @ ccord of flood insurance has been 
E S found, MeMarland said. 
7 oo lhe Red Cross refugee camp a 
- ple cf Coffee County that we have S| tlie Rel rome, aetuaoks” cain 
2 : Marland told Baker, while an we 
= @ tional 1.800 are being given food by 
* . 1 E @ ih. opennization., Expenditures in car 
" opened a new business in the En- Se eet eedaven ioral 0/000; 
: 4 Vpyboid inoculations have been ad 
7 #4 isteoyed to 2,800 persons. 
r hi h B h bs Raker in reporting to national 
r g 1S ros. store, near t e€ post- . hendquarters recommended pe five 
" a oO) disaster relief workers be as- 
: : A joy to Elba and that two more 
" office. - nurses be sent into the area. 
| r= sis 
5 Mai Webb Hurst, master farmer of 
a a Shorter, Ala, has a tractor combina- 
: i 1 BH tion with which he cuts oats, plows 
% Our stock is all new and prices reasonable. Be ee ECan rH chats 
m = tion, One man operates the tractor 
2 , 1 ; f m and another the machinery. 
7 Everyone is entitled to a trial. Give us one and : z 
: a Experiments and practical tests by 
» we know you will come again ; - the thousands have revealed that in 
: : m Alabama one of the best ways to In- 
A cerease cotton viclds is by top-dres- 
: 4 ine with nitrate of soda immediately 
after cotton is chopped. Corn too 
r BH oyesponds to a top-dressing of nitrate 
i . vf soda which should be applied when 
Memo) a) 8) RB A) 9) a | je corn is knee high, 
TI ieee al 


POOR ORIGINAL’ 


Ash Mea its wake!” THURSDAY, MARCH 14 ~~ 


WIERD NIGHT IN ELBA 


(Continued from pare one) 

made hideous by shrieks, serena me 
in-shots on all hands by people who 
were cooped up in atties, on roof iN) 
trees, and other cdaneverot and oun 
comfortable places, not knowing hoy 
oon they might be drowned like rat 
in a trap Vo hear those eries for] 
help and be powerk to wive uccor | 
Was heart-rending 
Bad as conditions had been all af- | 
| 


Lornoon and nieht, the worst was vet 
Lo cone soon after michiont, a ter 


rityving thunder torm arose Mhe 


lightning flashed and blazed continu. | 
ously and the thunder roared anid 
erashed, and the rains descended and 
beat even more furiously upon strick 


on Elba, The 


piring and it was a time that tricd 


ILuation Was aweeln 


men’s souls. It brought us to realize 


how puny and helpl we poor mot 


tals veally are and how wholly de 
| 


mereies of the 


pendent 
Father we are. But our 


upon the 
Heavenly 


again mereiful to Wlba 


Father was 
and allowed the storm to pass with 
out serious damage. Although ther 
were many 
our company, they bore up under the 


| 
| ‘ = 
|strain remarkably well, Fe 
| About five o’elock Friday morning 
| Mrs, Roy Bullard, who had been! ™ 
nursing her little son, with croup, all @ 
night, shouted: “Oh, look at the 
stars! Thank God!” There was a m 
rush to the window, and sure cnough, a 
there they were. Such beautiful 

‘ Aceh | 
sparklers were never seen before. 


The storm was over, The water! ™ 
ceased to rise, and a little later it | i 
bewan to recede slowly at first, bub ig 
later more rapidly. 


and thanks to God went up from | 


\ sieh of relief = 


countless hearts in Elba and clse-} 


where, for our neighbors on all sides |e 
were watehing and praying as fervid- | 
ly for the deliverance of the people | m 
lof Nlba as we were, | 
] witnessed numerous heroie deeds ow 
lof rescue and self-sacrifice, puts it eS 

seemed to me that Mrs. Bartow Bul- 
lard displayed as much heroism dur- a 
ing those trying hours as anyone who | @ 
came under my observation, She | w 
Was here, there and everywhere, and | gy 
although T knew that she was on the 7 

verge of a nervous breakdown and 
was suffering with a splitting head- | ™ 
ache, her inspiring smile and words a 
of cheer, to say nothing of the ap-| 
petizing coffee and other things she | 
so generously prepared, worked won- | gy 
ders in alleviating the suffering of = 

the May building refugees. She was |} 
\ ‘es 


indeed a ministering angel, 
ah : : . | Wea 
The waters continued to fall all} 
day Vriday, Friday night and sal 
day and Friday, that night and Sat- |B 
urday. 
Friday 
Advertiser published a flood edition, 


Airplanes appeared carly! 


morning, The Montgomery 


a copy of which was to us on the 
roof next to the May building, telling: 
us how to signal our wants to the 


hovering planes. It was not long un- 


til planes were dropping supplies. Nu- 


merous boats were soon upon the 
scene and in spite of the treacherous 
debris, the 


hazardous work of rescuing the peo- 


currents and submerged 


ple of Elba was being rushed to a 
successful conclusion. 

There were so many daring deeds 
escapes that I will not 
attempt to deseribe hem, but I must 


and narrow 


say something about the hair-breadth | 
escape of Mr. and Mrs. 2. W. Oslin. 
“Rock” Stone, of Troy, who did yeo- 


man service during the flood, brought | 
Mrs. Oslin in a boat from her apart- 
ment in the home of Mrs. Annie | 
Waters to the May 
her husband was maroond, He then | 


building, where 


boarded the boat, it being their in- 


tention to strike out for land and wo | 
to Mrs. Oslin’s home in Troy. How- 
ever, the boat struck a snag and ov- | 
erturned, 


more dead than alive, but his wife 


Mr. Oslin was pulled out 


went down three times before she 
‘vas able to grasp the overturned boat, 
which drifted down the current. At} 
the City barber shop corner the boat | 
struck a pole and jerked her loose 
and she disappeared under the mur- 


ky water, to come up in front of the 


theatre building, Where she caught 
hold of an awning and held on un- 
fil Stone and another resuer pulled 
After recline 
about for a moment, the plucky little 


jlady waved her hand to the crowd of | 


her up to the roof, 


spell-bound onlookers, and a mighty 
cheer went up. 
exhibition of pluek and grit. Mrs. 


It was a magnificeen 


Oslin said she never swam a stroke 
in her life before. 

While speaking of heroes—we had 
them right with us in the May build 
ine. "To mention names would not 
1 could write in 

terrible 


be fair to anyone, 


definitely about this flood, | 


but no words of tongue or pen can 


deseribe it or do it justice, 


IT have been unfortunate enough to | 
be witness to several 
trophes. «1 
floods on the Mississippi 


inajor catas- 
vat 
River, was 


have seen two 


in danger of being washed away in| 
a flood on the Santa Ana River in 
California, was in a disastrous over- 


PTeTIICITICPITILI PILL PT ECCI RCC PCETOSEOEOICEE TOE OCPEOCOEPELI ETI PEELED ES. LS 


flow on the Grand River in Missouri, 
have seen tornadoes and 
blizzards, | went through the 1926 
hurricane in Miami and was in the 
cdee of the great storm that wreck- 
ed West Palm Beach last September, 
but I can truthfully say that IT have 
never spent a more unpleasant night, 


from a mental standpoint at least, | 
than the night of March 14, 1929, in 
the May building, in Elba, Ala. 


. . a 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Martin and chil- x 
dven, of Clayton, were among the | a 
sightseers in Elba Sunday. ry 


THURSDAY, 


APRIL 18, 1929. 


FLOOD VICTIMS 


WILL BI 


COURSE 


Write for 


GIVEN 50 PER 
THEY 


CENT 


MAY TAKE 


full particulars. 


DISCOUNT! ON ANY 
IN CAMPBELL’S. 


CAMPBELi. BUSINESS COLLEGE 


DOTHAN, ALABAMA 


ET PE MRE RD NNT NINE NE TL Ts 


IF YOU SHOULD NEED ANY 


Adjustment in Your Insurance 


since the flood call us, we are at your service, 


F. H. Murphree Insurance Agency 


LEE TT OE LL TT 


To Our Friends and Customers: 


We wish to announce to our friends 
and'customers that we are now located 
in the store formerly occupied by Ken- 
drick’s Cash Store, in the May Building. 
We have received new goods and fre 
taking care of our patronage on a CASH 
and CARRY basis. 


We lost our store as well as our stock 
equipment, |which' 
makes it impossible for us to operate fur- 
Within a few weeks 
we will open up an I. G. A. store, and 
will at that time havea full and com- 
plete stoek conveniently arranged, so 
that you may make your selections eas- 
We will not deliver in the future 
be STRICTLY 
We will appreciate your pa- 


of goods 


theron credit basis 


ily. 
and 
CASH. 

tronage, 


Smith Brothers 


Kendrick Old Stand 


|) 2) $B) | |) 1 


May Bldg. 


We Are Extremely 


everything 


OFFICE MAY BUILDING 


women and childven 0) ) ava R Rap peo IT 


We're Open 


Again! 


and all 


will 


Grateful for the 
Opportunity of 


Serving You Again 


NEW FORDS 


FORD SERVICE 
TIRES & TUBES 


We again solicit your business on the 
merits of our facilities made possible by 


many loyal customers whom we regard 


very highly. 


DORSEY BROTHERS 


“It does make a difference where you buy.” 


(mA 


te 


| 
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VOLUME XXXII, 


ELBA, 


NOTE TO 


CONGRESS 


SEEKS FEDERAL AID 


Probate Judge J. A. 


Carnley Writes Ala- 


bama Representatives; Estimates 
Flood Damages In County 
at $5,000,000.00 


An appeal for urgent action on the 


relief demands of the flood-stricken 


city of Elba and Coffee County was 


made last week by Judge J. A. Carn- 
ley, in communications addressed to 


Alabama Congressmen and Senators 


. . “ 7 
who are now in Washington in at- 
tendanee at the 
Congress. 


special 


Judge Carnley estimates the loss 
of the County government at one 
million dollars and says that losses to 
farmers of the county and the city of 
K1ba can conservatively be placed at 
$5,000,000. 

Following is the full communica- 
tion which was sent to the represen- 
tatives in Congress from Alabama: 


Elba, Ala., April 15, 1929, 

To The Representatives and 
Senators In The Congress In 
Special Session, Washington, D. C.: 

His Excellency, Bibb Graves, our 
good Governor of Alabama, our Sena- 
tors, J. Thos. Heflin and Hugo Black, 
and our Congressmen, Henry B. Stea- 
gall, and other Representatives of the 
Alabama Delegation, have heretofore 
presented to our President, Herbert 
Hoover, claims for relief of the flood- 
stricken districts and towns in South- 
cast Alabama, and plans have been 
made with a view of securing re- 
lief legislation at the extra session of 
the Congress which convenes today at 
Washington. In behalf of our strick- 
en citizens in Elba and Coffee Coun- 
ty I wish to urge the appeal for help. 

I feel confident that every effort 
will be made at this extra session for 
such legislation as will give our people 
relief, Our Congressman, Mr. Stea- 
gall, and Senator Hugo Black have 
been down and viewed the destrue- 
tion at Elba. We are grateful to 
God for saving the lives of the peo- 
ple, and we are happy, but to rebuild 
and rehabilitate this flood-stricken 
area we must have aid. Many of our 
citizens have lost all their property. 
Their homes are wrecked and gone, 
Great excavations are in the streets 
and residence lots. Houses have gone 
down into great holes torn beneath 
them. Houses have gone down the 
streains, lodged in trees, moved from 
their foundations across streets and 
blocks, Brick buildings are fallen 
down and torn to pieces. Mighty oaks 
are uprooted. Business houses are 
washed clean of their contents. Fur- 
niture, bedding and clothing are de- 
stroyed. 


For one month now the people have 
been trying to salvage some of their 
household things. Very little has 
been saved for use. Tt is pathetic to 
see the efforts of the people around 
their once prosperous homes. The 
Red Cross is feeding and clothing the 
people, providing tents and beds. Some 
have been able to get into their 
houses, after washing and cleaning 
floors, walls and lots and removing 
many things washed and lodged 
against their houses and lots. The 
Health Department has announced 
many homes safe and sanitary, and 
in these the people have gone and are 
livii with the aid of the Red Gross. 
There are many, many whose homes 
vere wrecked, and these are being 
kept in tents and are sleeping on cots 
and eating at a general table pro- 
vided by the Red Cross. All, regard- 
less of former social or financial 
rank, are dependent. God bless the 
people who have given so generously 
and the Red Cross which has minis- 
tered so faithfully to the people of 
IIba. 

The American Red Cross cannot re- 
lieve the financial distress of the peo- 
ple of Elba. The health of our peo- 
ple is wonderful. The State and 
County Health Departments have ae- 
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Green 


OOONAGUOODAEANOEEAANOR OANA HAOOAEOEO SNORE: 


Dorsey Sez: 


session of 


SeNOeAA EAA nenoeenieEneS 


Ford business is good—-but we're 


constantly endeavoring to make it 


complished wonders. The National 
Guard has kept order and system and 
protected — properties, Many 
farmers have eared for 
their homes. 


rood 
people in 
Many have stayed with 
relatives in other towns and sections. 
Many have not reecived any help ex 
cept from friends and relatives. The 
Red Cross helps those who stay in 
lba, 

Th question now is how long will 
the Red Cross have to stay with us? 
If houses are repaired and rebuilt, if 
resilence and business lots are built 
up for erecting thereon buildings, if 
store houses and hotels are again 
long time and much expenditure. Can 
the Red Cross meet the demands? 

The Congress has heretofore dealt 
with the question of relief to flood- 
stricken districts. President Hoover, 
then Secretary of Commerce, made a 
survey of the Mississippi flood dis- 
tricts, looking mainly to prevention of 
floods in thesfuture. ~% dare say that 
jno section in the United States, of 
jthe area of Hlba, Alabama, has suf- 
jfered such destruction and loss. It 
[was in 


the waters, mighty currents, and all 
who have seen bear testimony to the 
exceeding devastation Wrought in the 
little town. In many plaese hereto- 
fore flooded, the people needed no 
more than temporary — relief, food, 
Elba they have lost 


practically all 
they had, 


Even lots where residences 


must be rebuilt in Elba, 

All that many of our good citizens 
in Elba had were a home and a job, 
and now both are gone, 
who have gone back into their homes, 
there is the absence of their job, po- 
sition or business, and they are de- 
pendent, 
Elba is the day laborer, there being 
some such work, Carpenters are ex- 
pecting to get on the job, but there 
is no money except the money which 
the Red Cross spends for necessary 
expenses for the people. All former 
business connections have been swept 
aside and away with the flood. The 
jone thing confronting the residents of 
the town is repairing their wrecked 
jhomes and their business places. How 
jlong this will take, we cannot now 
guess. 

There is no credit and no prospect 
of credit to the people of ba. Un- 
less the Federal Government provides 
financial assistanec, by loans to the 
people for rehabilitation purposes, I 
cannot conceive what shall be done. 
They are not able to move out to 
other places and get on their feet. 
They are compelled to hold out their 
hands to the Red Cross for immediate 
relief. They are forced to stay by 
their stuff, at Elba. They need help 
to get back on their feet and be in- 
dependent, They are honest and in- 
dustrious and they want a chance to 
make good. They will do it. If the 
Federal Government will aid by loans, 
payable by installments, the people 
can repair their losses, They do not 
expect continued gifts and continued 
support. They only want eredit and 
confidence to climb out of this dis- 
tress. 


The Congress of the United States | ¥: B. Allgood, state treasurer, whojpast two or three weeks 


appropriates billions for defense and 
wars, millions and millions for the 
general welfare of the people during 
times of peace, for education, for 
roads, for ships, for health, for farm 
relief, for police purposes, and why 
cannot a great Government like ours 
contribute to a distressed and flood- 
stricken people, stripped of every- 
thing by the Providence of God, ex- 
(Continued on page three) 
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better. Your business will be ap. 
preciated. 
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$e 


jmade ready for use, it will take al 


clothing and medieal attention, but in| 


stood have gone, The foundations | 


With those | 


About the busiest man in|! 


and also at the 11 o’clock preaching: 


appreciation of the fine new 
donated by the Star Piano Company 
of Montgomery, and to the Alabama 


7 * war) * ’ | 
Fla., was a business visitor in [lba! 


Ala., visited Mrs. E. L. 


Former Elba Girl Died In 


Friends in Elba will deeply regre 
to learn of the death of Mrs, 


Cole, of Birmingham, which oeeurre:d 


at her home in Birmingham Thurs 


day, April 
Iremembered — as Mi Mary 
jdaughter of the late Claude 
and Mrs, Annie Merle Riley 


Mrs, Cok 


Riley 


was born and reared a 


Kiba, and was one of the town’s 


most popular and beloved young la 
dies. She reeecived her edueation it 
the High school here and at Judsor 
College, She had made her home it 
Birmingham for several years, it 
which city she was 
George H, Cole, who survives her to 
gether with a son, George H., Jr, anc 
a daughter six weeks of age. 

The funeral 
from the home of her 
Mrs. Elvira Riley, with interment a 
Elmwood cemetery in Birmingham. 


services were hel 


Revival Meeting To Begin 
Sunday At Baptist Churcl 


| cians 


A revival meeting will be begun at 


the Fire Baptist Church of Elba or 
next Sunday, April 28th, according: te 
announcement just made by Rev, B 
S. Franklin, the pastor. 

Rev. Ellis, of Florala, will do the 
preaching during the 
is said to be one of the ablest ‘minis 
ters in this section of the state, anc 
his coming to Elba is looked forwar 
to with much interest by members o 
|the church and people generally. 


Coffee County’s Young 


People’s Council which met at Mt 
|Pleasant on April 20th, with Mrs. Bol 


Elba a destructive force of |Hutchison, new young people’s lead- 


er for the year, presiding. The sub 


jJcet for the day was, “We've a Story W. I. English & Son is another one 
ito Tell,” and the following interest-/of Elba’s stor open up with a 
Ing program was given and enjoyed:|new line of dry ds and gvrocerics, | 
Parca — Doris Whitman, of | This firm lost their large stock in the 
Iba, 


|prise G. A, 


| Story, “The Great Question’’—Mrs 
W. O. Byrd, 


Talk, “Our Work Among the Ca- 
jans, Indians and Negroes”’—Mrs. B. 


|S. Franklin, Etba. 
Poem, “We've a Story to Tell’— 
Elba Y. W. A. 


| Playlet, “Fare, Please’—Mt. Pleas- 


lant G. A. and R, A. 


tendance, 
ports be sent more promptly. The 
next meeting will be held at New 


Brockton on July 20th. The pres- 
ence of many fathers and mothers 
pleasure to the 
occasion. The ladies of the church 
served an appetizing lunch, ,\ The 
largest attendance of the year is ex- 
pected at the next meeting, as it will 


added interest and 


be during vacation holidays. 


Elba Hardware & Furniture 


Co. Ready to Serve Public] few days later one of the 


The Elba Hardware & Furniture 


Company is now ready to serve their 


customers and friends with a brand 
new line of furniture and house fur- 
nishings, This firm was a heavy 
loser in the recent flood and 
stock was practically all lost. 

They have an announcement in to- 
day’s paper inviting their friends to 
call on them. Look it up and read 
the message. = 


Sacred Harp Singers Will 
Meet At Montgomery 


The semi-annual convention of Sa- 


stibe ciel Died RED. CROSS SURVEY 


Georg 


sth. Mrs. Cole will be 


Riley |}Cross Nurs 


married to MirJen: Zion Cha; 


meeting. He Florence Taylor, 


People’s Council jne to 


A record breaking attendance char-|from ‘Miss C} 
jacterized the Coffee County Young’ | House, 


Playlet, “Helping Hands,’’—Enter- 


Mnterprise won the banner for at- 
The leader urged that re- 


ALABAMA, THUISDAY, APRIL 25, 


| SHOWS BEALTH CON- 


5 Mrs. Marans Walker, Red 
e, We with Miss Is 


sie Cain, Count Ith Nurse, have 


Lj} made a survey health eondi 


tions in Elba an County. They 
report the hea conditions very 
iigood and = praet no cliseases as 
1Ja result of the ul. They have 
1Jconducted elinic the following 
1/schools where ir itions were piv- 


vergreen, Lee, 
-!Chestnut Grove, Hope, Vander- 
l}bilt, Dixon’s Ci Roads. 816 in 

oculations have wiven and sey 
lJ}eral visits to ho of disaster suf- 


stepmother, | ferers. 


t C, H. MeFarl: \rea Director of 
Coffee County, 1 rts that rehabili- 
tation program i 
that 150 cases } 
di date, 
homes, supplyin: 


ll under way and 
been closed to 
This worl ers repairing of 


ousehold = furni- 


ture, also provi livestock, feed 
‘land seeds, 
) Seven case wi have been as- 
‘lsigned to this a nder the super- 
vision of Miss te; Miss Helen 


Taylor a he County, Mrs. 
Abbott, Mrs. 
vans, Miss Kling’ 
kburn to Blba. 
arden seed have 


-| Nelson, Mrs, M. | 


Iman and Miss B 
| 


f 


iply is still avail- 
abl upon appliecat Clothing: is be- 
ing distributed from the store room 
on the second fl 


peopk ne requisitions. 


| These requisitio can be obtained 


h ss in the Court 


-\W. I. English & Son Open; 
Will Sell Purina Feed 


| 
recent flood, but innounecement of 
jthe re-opening of thoir store will be 


found in anoth lumn of to-day’s 
| paper, 


They also an e that they have 


}secured the ae 
| 


for Purina Feed, 
and in the fut will carry a larg: 
|stock of this feed. Read their open- 
ing adv. in this paper, 


Some “Temporary” Bridge 
the flood, 
lives in the 
inity, started for Elba 
nieces, Misses Thelma 
and Lucile Maddox were faring. He 
came to a brik Which had been 
washed away, but a little thing like 
that could not deter him, for he was 
determined to get to Elba. He or- 
ganized a bridwe-building erew and 
in a short time had constructed a 
“temporary” bridge. But he had 
builded better than he knew, for a 


On Friday morning of 
James C. Rowell, who 
Victoria com) 
to see how hi 


County’s 
crossed this 
bridge, aud the 


huge ten-ton tractors 
hastily-constructed 


solid as ever, 


oneir NATIONAL GUARD HAS 


BEEN REMOVED FROM 
PATROL DUTY IN ELBA 


Wlba formally passed from under flood, and he has already stolen the 


liilitary rule Wednsday morning, 


“e | 
when officers and members of the 


106th Ammunition Train were or- 


ered Harp singers will oceur at the} dered off duty here, 


court house, Montgomery, Ala., on 


Immediately after the flood the 


Sunday, April 28th, the fourth Sun-/town was taken over by military au- 


day in the month, at 9:30 A. M. This 
announcement has been made by Hon. 


is secretary of the above convention. 
The Cooper song book will be used 
and Mr. Allgood asks that all singers 
bring their books and basket lunches, 
as dinner is to be served on the 
ground, 
Representatives from other coun- 


ing under military law. 
the local 
unit of the National Guard has been 
on duty, A proclamation by Mayor 
R, L. Cooper required every person 
to be off the business section and at 
jhis place of vesidenee by seven 
o'clock cach evening, To enter the 
business section one had to secure a 


DITIONS ARE GOOD. 


of the May build-| 


1929, 


| Stork Visited Mother At 


(By M) L, C. Hutehison in 
Nnterprise Ledger, March 22) 
In the Coffer Memoria 
lospital, at Mnterprise, a 


aired infant sleep 


County 
downy 


peacefully, cud 


reontor tis Flot AN FARLY 


FOR 
Latest News of Interest 


Read 
The Elba Clipper 


NUMBER 4 


ACCOUNT 


_ OF THE ELBA FLOOD 


dled closely against the light blu 


jlannel bed jacket of hi 


Whose faee is wreathed in 


the tiny pink fingers, curled so tight 
lv, is held the 
in the institution. Even the digni 
fied superintendent, Miss Mills, peep 
in every few minutes; she just ean’ 
stay away. 

The little gentleman’ 
ned lone before his 
Ndwin, Ja, but thi 


ricd, 


mother plan 
birth to name hin 
plan has misear 
at least for the present, for thr 
nurses have bestowed on this new bi 
of Jumanity the age-old name o 
“Noah.” He is none other than lit 
tle Charles 


Edwin Tucker, born in the 
crumbling Gerrett hotel, at Elba, or 


the night of the terrible flood. Mis 


mother, a pretty twenty-year-old ina 
tron, along with 
terror-stricken 


twenty-five 
humans, had taker 
jrefuge there that morning at 9:3 


when the muddy waters of Pea River | Vell field loomed 


surged over into their 
little mother had flee 
| without her raps and with stocking 
less legs into the 


Prof. J. C, 


homes, The 


pouring’ torrent 
Dickson, principal of the 
| M1 ba school, and also a refugee there 
made trip after trip into water up te 
his shoulders to gather driftwood ant 
build=a little blaze that she might bc 
kept warm. 

Water by 


afternoon had reaches 


floor inside and on the 


{pressing relentlessly against the sec- 


ond story windows. Darkness fell 
frightened men 
women and children huddled in twe 


| yooms on the upper story. 


Inside, twenty-five 


an hour to try the stoutest heart. If 
was doubly an hour of trial to th: 


young matron, for on the wines of 


the storm the stork had approached 


jery two or three hours there 
jsound a horrible erash of 
| brick and breaking glass and another 


would 


| 
room would collapse and be swept 


away by the current. Three 


\the expectant mother was moved to 
&°) another 


room, 
curable was one dim flashlight loane 
by a traveling salesman. 
}no doctor, no opiate, no medicine, r¢ 
sanitary dressing, only a little water 


heated in a slop jar 


Three delicately reared women, with 


| 


j bravely assisted until a faint 
their 


| warded labor and 
that the young man had arrived. A 


little woman who travels for the Pu- 


rina Wee 


dental tloss in his suitease, and all who 
had no material gifts voiced a prayer. 


The next morning after daylight 


the watchers heard the sweetest sound 


jin the world to them, the put-put pf 
a motor boat. J. D. McKinnon, of 
| Muterprise, and W. L. 


“temporary” bridge is still there ag | faula, brought their boat up under a 


| window. Into this, on two quilts 
{the mother and babe were lowered 
and erossed the churning current 


where an Enterprise ambulance took 


|them to the Memorial Hospital. 
Both of them are well. 


hearts of each and every one of them. 


‘Cooper & Morrow Open 


A new business firm to open for 
thovities and since has been operat-|business in Elba within the past few | 


is composed of R. L. Cooper, A, J. 
Morrow, Marvin Morrow and Felix 
|Morrow, and is located in the store 
jbuilding occupied by Bn- 
glish Brothers Co., on the north side 
of Court Square. 

They already have reccived a large 


formerly 


stock of groceries and dry goods and 


ties are cordially invited to be pres-)pass, and then had to be identified|new goods are being reecived every 


ent and a great convention is assured. 
Many prominent song leaders have 
signified their intention of being pres- 
ent and participating. All who like 
Sacred Harp music are invited to be 
present, 


Piano and Bible Donated 


At the Methodist Sunday school 


service unanimous rising’ votes of 
thanks were given as expressions of 
piano 


Bible Society for the handsome pul- 
pit bible presented to the church, 


Mr. F. A, Symonds, of Marianna, 


Tuesday. 


Mrs. C. R. Rogers, of Blue Spring's, 
Owen Tues- 


iby every guard, 

| Mayor Cooper and the Police de. 
partment will keep close guard on 
the town until things are normal 
again, and it is hoped that they will 
be able to handle the situation, Al- 
jthough there were no lights early 
Wednesday night, quite a number of | 
people were enjoying the freedom of 
| Walking and riding about town. 


| The Eufaula Tribune 


The Clipper is glad to weleome to 
lits exchange table, The Eufaula Trib- 
une, a new daily which was launched 
in the Barbour County eity last week, 
the first issue being printed Tuesday. 
The paper is well gotten up mechan- 
ically and carries news of that sec- 
tion in a very readable style. Mr. 
Carl Strang is managing 
the paper. Wufaula merehants ar 
liberal in their advertising patronage. 
We shall enjoy the visits of The} 


editor of 


lay, 


| heard 


week, The Clipper carried their 
opening: announcement in aur — last 
issue, 


Doors Take Long Swim 


While thousands of pieces of mer- 
chandise and household goods were 
washed away during the recent flood 
and have not been heard from, and 
as for that matter will never be 
from, some doors have been 
located at Caryville, Fla., which were 
swept out of the storage room of 
Bonneau-Jeter Hardware Co. 


Two gentlemen stopped in Elba 
inquired if 
such a firm was here, and then ex- 
plained that two or three doors had 
been found in Caryville with Bon- 
neau-Jeter stamped on them. 


one day last week and 


Mrs. W. H. Bonneau, who has been 
spending some time with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. J. O. Rowe, in Selma, re- 


Tribuue to our exchange table, 


turned to Elba the first of the week. 


heart of every nurs 


other 


one-story 


within two feet of the second story 


outside was 
This was 


Angry water lapping at the build- 
ing caused the wails to crumble, Ey- 


times 
The only ght pro- 


There was 


over the fire. 


jno experience of surgery or medicine, 
wail re- 
announced 


Company, found her silver 
manicure scissors in the darkness and 
offered them, a man found a spool of 


Jones, of Bu- 


Both are 
happy, as is Edwin Tucker, the fath- 
er. But the pretty Enterprise nurses 
contend that Junior’s name is “No- 
ah,” since he was saved out of the 


mother, 


niles. 1 Elba Clipper Editor Writes Gripping Story 


Of The Flood While Marooned On 


: The May Bui 


Iding; He and 


| Wife Barely Escaped 


) 


The following graphie deseripttor 


tof the horrors gone through by the 


f| citizens of Elba was written by Bh. W. 


Oslin, who for the past 
Clipper. The artiel 
;/ Was written while he wa 


year had beet 
editor of The 
maroonet 
‘i with some two hundred others on the 
May building: 

“Pour thousand soul 


rave thank: 
to their Maker early Friday mornin: 
from Max 
over the 


\ 
) When a government plans 


and slowly cireled the submerge: 


town of Kiba. Cheers broke the an 


| 
'puished cries of refugees 


housetops or whatever 


relief edition of a Montgomery paper, 


,) Wrapped in yards of white 


;, Which was later used to signal the 


planes overhead, who immediately 


jleft on their errands of merey. Be- 


j}fore two hours passed after the first 
sight of the planes they 
jagain, this tinw 


supplies for the flood 


jhad been without water and food 
“Istul? since early Thursday. 
“Desolation wa 


everywhere and 
) 


every house within the area that 


housed the four thousand citizens of lights and gauged by 
All around 


jthe town was inundated. 


.|the court house square every business 


jwas under fifteen or more feet of 
‘lwater, Whitman Drug Company and 
Mays-Vaughn Mercantile C., 
lof the largest firms in 
‘lapsed Thursday night sometime, and 
lthe old Lewis Hotel 
menace. The May building, on the 


was a leaning 


northeast corner of the square ap- 


fices on the second floor, and spread 
to the roofs of two adjacent houses. 
Iriday morning this structure 
bled a first aid army camp as National 


) 


and Montgomery, and Enterprise and 
New Brockton took their 
hand to bring’ supplies to the strand- 
ed. Water was brought Saturday at 
ten o'clock for the first time. Women 
were sick, and a doctor from Wnter- 
prise, dared the torrent to bring aid. 
One child, the son of Roy Bullard, 
broke out with measles. Judge J. N. 
Ham, former Mayor of Elba, was 
struck by a bundle thrown from an 
jairplane, and was carried across the 
yaging Pea River for medical aid. It 


lives in 


was thoueht one bone was broken in 
the man’s leg. 

“Nearly all attempts to carry pco- 
ple from submerged houses were fu- 
‘tile until Friday morning, when the 
*/water had fallen to about the six- 
*/ foot line. One attempt to make Troy 
!almost fatal as Mrs, BE. W. 
/Oslin fell out of a tiny boat to go 
under the water five times, before 
the plucky girl pulled herself up on 
an awning, 


proved 


| “The family of D. F. Prescott was 
forced to the loft Thursday and was 
forced to stay until almost noon Sat- 
lurday. Probate Judge J. A, Carnley 
and his family were rescued late Fri- 
day from the loft of their home, a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| New Store In Elba | piock north of the May building. 


“No estimate of the number of 
j deaths was possible Saturday, but 
|numerous persons were seen floating 


of many negroes was known to be a 
‘certainty. 

| “Livestock of all kinds made pit- 
cous appeals to the stranded humans 
for aid. 
hogs, were observed making cfforts 
for safety, and Saturday much dead 
|stock was seen, 

)} “Throughout the pitiful 
screams added to the hysteria of the 


Cows, mules, dogs, horses, 


nights 


already nerve-wrakeed survivors, Pis- 
| tol shots were fired in vain attempts 
|to bring aid. 

“Saturday was a day of relief as 
jrescue boats were coming in «roves, 
but still unable to carry many to 
‘safety. The swiftness of the current 
had not diminished, though the depth 
jof the streams had decreased mate- 
jrially. One boat was built on the 
Nnterprise side, and the two-motoved 
jeraft made the trip westward in 
|safety, only to have the fragile motors 
| fail on the return trip. All on board 
|were transferred to a smaller craft, 
and it made its way across, 


| “Hundreds of the survivors of the 


jalmost unbelievable deluge are dazed 
|from the shock, and their plights were 
tragic, when it seemed as if certain 
death could be the only result, 

“For two weeks past 
had swollen the several streams near- 
lby, and a commenced 
| Tuesday which did pot abate until 


heavy rains 


downpour 


1! Friday 


hovizon 


led like rats 
shelter was 
left, when the plucky pilot dropped a |monotonous 


canvas, 


appe aed 
bearing food and 


victims who 


town, were 


~ a); | mere shells. The Garrett Hotel col- 
falling | 


peared to be the strongest structure 
in town, and refugees filled the of- 


resem- 


Guard boys and citizens from Troy 


morning, Old-timers wer 


certain that water would cover the 


town, but the flooded condition that 
i | followed exceeded 
known. Water from the rivers cami 
10:30 


noon 


{iout over the treets about 


Thursday morning, and before 
the unsuspecting citizens were caught 
at wherever they happened to be, 
That was the situation until Friday, 
except for a few individuals whieh 
fate allowed to reach safety. Trap, 
In traps, sized up the sit 
After rising’ with 


uation. unbelies 


perched onjable rapidity until late at night, thi 


muddy torrent came still higher with 
certainty, until it seemer 


if everyone was doomed. The rain 


in sheets, and did not stop until 


near midnight when a lull eame after 


ria hgehtning storm of terrible effect. 
| 


Por 45 minute 
ier, but the 


people breathed cas- 


storm returned, this time 


harder than ever, until nearly five 
Pride 


time the entire 


morning, By thi 
territory was under 
debris-loaded 

Slowly the 
flood started to go down, and it wa 
flash 
tair-steps the 
fall. At 11:00 Saturday 
morning the level had fallen to a lit 
tle over five feet, 

“By this time 


twenty feet of 


and mud colored water. 


lan anxious people who took 


o'clock 


there were literally 


twofswarms of all kind of eraft coursing 


the city’s streets, and the long sought 
relief seemed in sight, and thoughts 
were turned to loved ones in other 
[towns and cities who must have been 
frantic with anxiety. 
ja trip with several mes s to En- 


One boat made 


\terprise, but the crowning moment 
jecame when a photographer from the 
|Birmingham Post reached the town 
jafter braving the treacherous currents 


}from ten miles north of town. Upon 
his arrival he was greeted with doz- 
| . . 

jens of messages from the vanks of the 


survivors. 

“Hope dawned in the hearts of all 
When it was made known that boats 
and trucks were on the way with sup- 


| 


plies, and when it was told that roads 
jand bridges were to be constructed 
iwith all possible rapidity to rescue 
the well-nigh spent flood victims. 

“One high spot in the rescue at- 
tempts was reached when 29 persons 
|were brought from the old Lewis Ho- 
tel, which was collapsing, to the May 
building in a tiny row boat manned by 
Ross Clark and Bill Gunter, of Troy, 
by means of pulling the craft across 
|by telephone wires. 

“Joy knew no bounds when canned 
goods and meats were thrown from 
planes, and water reached the parch- 
ed tongues of the refugees, when cans 
of the precious liquid were ferried 
‘across from Bnterprise, the first water 
to reach them from Thursday until 
Saturday. 
| “Panes of despair were assuagied 
Saturday when reunited families gave 
thanks to God for their escape. At 
the time this was written the horrible 
part of the catastrophe was not 
known, as the searching for bodies 
had not commenced, a search that 
will inevitably bring tales of horror. 

“The entire town is wrecked be- 
yond repair, and business men seem 
to have no plans for the future. 


For the days is Cooper & Morrow, This firm through the water, and the drowning Many ave saying that they will not 


Jreturn to the town, but no doubt 
they will change their minds. The 
outlook is forbidding, but rescue 
seems to be possible at this time, at 
least all are hoping.” 

(This was written by E. W. Oslin, 
formerly editor of the Elba Clipper 
but which is now a total wreek—and 
this yarn pretends to be nothing but 
a disconnected recital of facts. Con- 
nected thoughts seem to be an impos- 
sibility, as T saw my wife go under 
water five times only to come up by 
the grace of God, safe. I hung on a 
pillar for some time until pulled out.) 


Bama Lumber Company 
Opens Yard At Troy 


The Bama Lumber Company has 
opened a yard in Troy, 
with Mr. Huey Davis in charge. This 
company was a heavy sufferer on ac- 
Manager J. 
xing’ everything 
possible, and says he cannot yet esti- 
mate just what his losses were. 


hardwood 


count of the flood, but 
D. Spencer is salv: 


A tractor has enabled Webb Hurst, 
a master farmer at Shorter, Ala., to 
reduce his mules from 28 to 20 and 
his laborers from 17 to 12. In ad- 
dition he has added a large dairy 
herd to a cotton farm, making it much 
| more profitable all the way round. 


} 


anythisg ever 


fa 


